
Information about 
Earthquakes, Building 
Collapse & Tsunami

An earthquake is the shaking of the 
surface of the Earth, resulting from the 
sudden release of energy in the Earth’s 
lithosphere that creates seismic waves.
Buildings, like all structures, are de-
signed to support certain loads without 
deforming excessively. The loads are 
the weights of people and objects, the 
weight of rain and snow. The pressure 
that the loads can put on the building 
or due other circumstances will make 
buildings  collapse. 

List with emergency numbers

•	 911 Police

•	 911 Fire Fighters

•	 912 Ambulance

•	 913 Coast Guard 

•	 0800-1234 This is an information number that is 

activated to provide general information if there 

is a crisis or disaster.

•	 97.9 FM becomes the emergency radio if there is 

a crisis or disaster.    

Copy these numbers to your phone or hang them 

in-house visibly.

The Directorate of Risk 
Management and Disaster Policy 
(DRR)
The Directorate of Risk Management and Disaster 
Policy (DRR) has as its mission to ensure and guar-
antee	the	conditions	for	an	effective	and	efficient	pro-
tection and security of life, property, environment 
and social continuity of Curacao before, during and 
after major incidents, natural and culture disasters.
The DRR achieves its mission by promoting an ef-
fective	and	efficient	cooperation	between	the	public	
and private sectors, with a view to protecting human 
lives	and	reducing	the	effects	of	a	natural	or	culture	
disaster. DRR is also responsible for implementing 
the law: Landsverordening Rampenbestrijding

For more information about the Directorate of Risk 
Management and Disaster Policy (DRR), visit the 
website: www.kalamidat.cw or the Facebook page: 
RiscobeheersingCuracao.
Download the ‘Kalamidat’ app for free in the App 
Store or Google Play.

For more information on the meteorological service 
visit the website: www.meteo.cw or the Facebook 
page: 
Meteorological Department Curacao.

Download the app of the meteorological service 
‘Curaçao Weather App’ for free in the App Store or 
Google play.

For your own safety, the 
safety of your family and 
those around you: Download 
the ‘Kalamidat’ app, visit 
the Facebook page: Riscobe-
heersingCuracao, visit www.
kalamidat.cw, or study the 
information in the phonebook 
so you are informed and pre-
pared!

What to do during an earthquake

When located within an establihment

Remain calm Eliminate everthing that 
causes fire

Escort yourself to a safe 
zone

Stay out of reach of 
windows or flying objects

Locate your exit route



What you can do 
yourself before, 
during & after 
an earthquake/
building collapse

Before the earth-
quake/building
collapses:

•	 Always know the 
emergency exit when 
you are in an unfamil-
iar building in order to 
ensure a quick exit in 
the face of danger.

•	 Save emergency num-
bers on your cell phone 
or a visible place near 
the home telephone.

•	 Keep following the 
weather bulletins on 
the radio, television or 
www.kalamidat.cw 
and download the app 
Kalamidat in the App 
store or Google play. 

During the earthquake/
building collapses:

•	 Stay	on	the	floor,	hide	
under or near a heavy 
furniture or doorframe, 
sit still, protect your 

head and neck with 
your hands.

•	 Stay far away from 
mirrors, door glasses 
and heavy objects on 
safes that can harm 
you.

•	 Do not use the lift. The 
stairs are safer.

•	 Try to extinguish possi-
ble	fires. 

After the earthquake/
building collapses

•	 Pay	attention	to	
possible disconnected 
electricity wires.

•	 Notify the disaster 
team of your location; 
call 911 on your cell 
phone.

•	 If you are trapped 
under a heap of rubble, 
stay as quiet as possible 
and tap any pipe or 
tube. Scream only if 
you have no other 
alternative, in order to 
save oxygen.

What does the 
government do
The houses and build-
ings in Curaçao must 
meet certain construction 
requirements. However, 
some buildings have a 
very old construction so 
they have a higher risk of 
collapsing. The govern-
ment does everything in 
its power to ensure the 
safety of the residents of 
Curaçao

Tsunami
 
Tsunamis are giant waves 
caused by earthquakes 
or volcanic eruptions 
under the sea. Out in 
the depths of the ocean, 
tsunami waves do not 
dramatically increase in 
height. But as the waves 
travel inland, they build 
up to higher and higher 
heights as the depth of 
the ocean decreases. The 
speed of tsunami waves 
depends on ocean depth 
rather than the distance 
from the source of the 
wave. Tsunami waves 
may travel as fast as jet 
planes over deep waters, 
only slowing down when 
reaching shallow waters.

During a tsunami:

A tsunami can reach our 
coast in about 20 minutes 
after an earthquake in 
our region. In case of a 
tsunami alarm, do not 

waste time especially if 
you are near the coast. 
Gather your family and 
climb on the highest 
location, as far as possi-
ble from the coast. Do so 
very quickly, in a couple 
of minutes. 

After a tsunami:

Do not go out of curiosity 
to see what has happened 
in the area where the tsu-
nami has occurred. It can 
be dangerous still. Inform 
the authorities where you 
are after you have man-
aged to establish yourself 
and your family in a safer 
area.

The disaster management 
organization (RBo) the 
organization in Curacao 
is adapted to coordinate 
to	combat	the	effects	of	a	
crisis or disaster. The RBO 
consists of 9 Emergency 
Support Functions (ESF) 

composed of various 
organizations working 
together to mitigate the 
consequences of a crisis or 
disaster.

ESF 1: Water & Energy (Aqualectra)
ESF 2: Telecommunication (BT &P)
ESF 3: Public Work (UOOW)
ESF	4:	Rescue	&	Safety	(Fire	fighters)
ESF 5: Public Order (Police)
ESF 6: Health care (Ambulance)
ESF 7: Social Care (Shelters/Min. SOAW)
ESF 8: Communication (DC&V)
ESF	9:	Governmental	Affairs	(Min.	AZ)

Disaster management organization

The organizations that 
are affiliated to the 
disaster management 
organization are:

Red Cross 
Customs
Coast Guard 
Citro 
Immigration  
Royal Navy
GIS4C (Geographic Information)  
Prosecution	office
Volunteers within EOC  
Meteorological department
 

Touristic sector  
ABC public transport organization
Voluntary organizations: Skuchami  
SEHOS
Eldery organizations   
Media
Community centers  
School boards
CPA/CPO  
HATO


